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pr apts Fe 2 88 fool den norms 
** ee eee me to give 
you an account of the remarkable afflic- 
tions, temptations, and dying conſolations of 
my late dear wife; I have, at length; complied 
with your deſire, and RW lend you the . 
narrative. 8 

The dear deceaſed, i it may be proper to ob- 
ſerve, was naturally of a lively, cheerful diſpoſi- 
tion, and remarkably active in the management 
ot her domeſtic affairs: and though, partly by a 
violent fever, about thirteen years ago, which 
deprived her of the regular uſe of reaſon for 
ſeveral weeks; and partly by bearing fourteen 
children, eight of whom ſhe followed to the 
grave, her conſtitution was much impaired, yet 
the cheerfulneſs of her diſpoſition continued. 
She was alſo frequently favoured with much of 
the Divine preſeuce; in the enjoyment of which 
ſhe was indulged, by a gracious God, for near 
twenty — eofartIn: xa ee 1 
. + 'the beginning of March 1973, the often 
camplancd: of great ſpiritual darkneſs, and la- 


7 


3 ado wulle. 


mind; lr laid, the apprehended 
* ſome heavy trial was coming upon us On the 


twenty firſt of the ſame month, about one o'clock 
in the morning, e Ver ayakef! by an Bgcom- 
mon noiſe, and by the alarming cry of murder, 
The reaſon of which was, as we quickly found, 
a perſon had broken jnto the houſe of a very 
near neighbour, who lived alone; ſole his 


property aud threateried his life; ont of whoſe 


eruel hands he very narrowly eſcaped, by burſt- 


ing through a window. Thia unexpected and 
dreadful alarm being immadiately followed by a 


view of our injured neighbour, who, having 

wounded himſelf in making his eſcape, was i in a 
bloody and ſhocking condition; affected my 
| dear deceaſed to ſuch a degrees, that the could 
not ſleep. for near à fortnight ; and ever after, 
when the did fleep, generally awoke about the 


fame hour in a painful tremour. Upon this ſhe 7 


concluded, that God was angry with her; that 


the had never known him favingly; and. that all 
her former ſpiritual enjoymants were the dehr- 


ſions of a vain imagination. From this time for- 


ward the. took no delight in her family ; and her 
domeſtie concerns, in Which, before, the” was 
remarkably diltgent, became her averſion. Bo- 
dily diſorders alſo. game on, of. ſuch a nature, 
as greatly added to her former gloom and horror 
of. mod which, being fiith much inctcaſecd by 
violent and dreadſul temptations from our o- 
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PTY as; perhaps, any oft in Gtr eck hs 
ever non to be, lid retained ths extreife of = 
reaſon. Nay, it was the oplwiotr of thithy, that 
her afffictibn would have beer frttich thi lighter; = 
Kad fhe Beem entirely deprived of the uſe of that 
noble fatritty. Oh her Behalf many fervent 
prayers were offered up to Got,” ant the aids f 
medicine were ſought in varidus ways: riotwiths 
ſtanding whith, her affliction increaſed in ever 
New eſpecially as to the horror of ber mind? 


and e e e OE 8 


femptations. 
For ſomeè time we retüined honburable thoughts 
of God and his law, of his' people and appomt- 
ments; and oftem faid; © God is righteous; ant 
“ his law is Holy, juſt; and good; whatever bes 
come of me: but, for the Taſt year of her 
life, ſhe ſeemed to give way to the molt horrid 
figgeftions' arid blaſphemous concluſions, that 
Satan himfetf. could inſpire: She Rack, indeed; | 
in the miclſt of her deep diſtrets, various very; 
conſolatery portions. of Scripte 0 
ber nnd; partiemarty the fohowing; Fo x 
_ © ſmall motnent have E HA my fade from hee; 
© hüt with everlaſting kindiieſs will P have merey 
& on theey ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer Tho 
*  Wyikenl & yet for an appointed te but; at 
© the endj it will peak and not lyer Thougir 
| 2 wait for it; betauſs it wilf-furely - 
2 is bnst terry Ae evening time: if 
„eee 
. Wop i! [03950505 — 5 a 
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1 aeg ebe | 
ebe ended.” The laſt of theſe paſſages, the 
_ often ſaid, ran almoſt perpetually in her mind; 
but ſhe could take no comfort from it: nor did 
| any of them afford her the leaſt gleam of cheering 
hope. She was, indeed, ſo far influenced by 
them, as at ſome particular times to ſay; The 
„Lord can ſave me, if he will:“ but this was 
the utmoſt. effect they had on her mind. The 
painful apprehenſiqn of periſhing for ever, had 
the aſcendency to ſuch a degree, that, in Au- 
guſt laſt, my watch happening to hang in 


her chamber, ſhe took it in her hand, and 


fai; I need not regard time: I. have 
+ done with counting time: I am entered on 
Van eternal ſtate; of ſuffering: and, throw- 
ing the watch with vehemence on the floor, 
added, I am as ſurely damned as that watch is 
F broken ” The watch, however, not receiving 
| the IS injury, ſhe was amazed, and ſaid, with 
Well, if God fave ux, all heaven will 

« In ee but none will wonder ſo much 
at his unparalleled mercy, as myſelf! But 
even this had no abiding effect; for, in a few 
weeks, the was in as great an agony. of mental 
diſtreſs as ever. She took the watch a ſecond 
time, (concluding that ſhe did not, before, 
throw it with ſufficient force) and, ſaying the 
ſame words, flung it with all her might acroſs 
the room. But 511 the watch received not the 
leaſt harm, which” was quite aſtoniſhing! and 
the more ſo to me, as the enamel was cracked 
by an accidental fall ſome years before. But 
. | 8 neither 


* 


duc manifeſted. 7 


neither the enamel, nor the cſe, nor the glaſs, 
nor any part of it, received the leaſt apparent 


injury from theſe repeated acts of violence. I 
was not, indeed, an eye-witneſs of theſe aſtoniſh- 
ing facts; but ſhe, with many tears, informed 


me of them: which determined me to take care 


of the watch, leſt the ſhould be tempted again 
to repeat the unwarrantadle and M aac 
g Wen e 


-"She was; for 2 confderäble time; under füt: 


| temptations to put an end to her life; imagining 
that the longer ſhe lived in this world, the more _ 


intolerable would her condition be in the next. 


And; though a watchful eye was kept upon her, 2 


by my whole family, ſhe found ſeveral oppor- 


tunities in which, had not a gracious Providence 


prevented, ſhe might have accompliſhed her 
awful deſign. One time, having ſuch an oppor- 
tunity, ſhe thought, before ſhe executed the raſh 
reſolve, that ſhe, would kneel down and pray, 


© That ſhe might not, in the infernal world, be 


a blaſphemer:* when God was pleaſed to fruſ- 
trate the deſigus of the tempter, and ſhe aroſe 


from her knees with a, Who can tell?” At 


another time, being Lord's s day, and che hour 


of public worſhip, two perſons being at home 


2 2 


with ſtrict orders to take the utindlt, cate of her; 


* 94 
* 0 * 


chamber, and the other going down, the ſtairs | 
to do ſomething about the fire, the went out of 
the houſe entirely unperceĩved by either of them. 


Soon after, and juſt before I returned from the 


5 9a 4 1 worſhip 


9 . thin manifeſted. 


worſhip. of God, ſhe.camg in, to their great fart 
| priſe, all over wet. Seeing her jn, ſuch A con- 


dition, 2 ſenſe of ber imminent danger and 
great deliverance, almoſt overcame us all. Con- 


werling with her on the alarming incident, F 


found, that the had flung herſelf into a pic full 


of water, which, was in a, field” contiguous to- 


my garden; a pit, which Was in general five feet 
deep, but ſtill deeper on that fide of it where ſua 
threw herſelf in, and the deſcent almoſt perpen- 

abt. How the got out again the could not 
; bat, Me ſaid, that while in the water, 


6 theſe words ſounded in her cars and impreſſed 


þ her mind, DELIVER. MY, SOUL". FROM. GOING 
© DOWN T9.THE PIT.3 on Fach the was delivered? 
© the knew, not dow. 
" Paſſing by many remarkable infanices of Di- 
vine. protection, during her deep diſtreſs and 
horrid: temptations, in, the courſe of three years 


and nine months; 1 ſhall now give you a conciſe 


 . account; of the Lord's appearance for her near 


the cloſe of life: In: December laſt, being waſteck 
almoſt to, a, ſkeleton, ſhe had all the ſymptoms; 


of a nearly approaching diffolution, upon her; 
nor Way her, mind in che caſt relieved from the 


temptations. of the Devik, or the horrors of de- 


ſpair, | On, the 17th, of that e carly in N : 


© E ow * 


of diffolution,. nl, reviving. a” Jittle, 1 aked- 


her How =o in her mind? She anſwered, , 
"MN works! .The N and horrors, of. 


helt- 


q 2 : , 
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© hell haue gat; hok! uyou wel Lam 4 damaed 
© creature! with other expreſſions ot à fimatar 
kind. She being exceedingly weak, requeſted, 
i& the Lord ſhould. appear for her, ſo as:to-affart 
her any hope, that ſne would give us acfignat'of 
it. She replied; + Tes, when ho dees: but that 
vill never be! no, never never! neuer 


The vext day ſhe: appeared to be mare calm, 
hut ſaid little: ber ſtrengch ſcamed td be almoſt = 


day, my diſtreſs, om her account, was, inexpreſ- 
Gbhy great. I retired, as L had often; dona, im 
order to pour out my prayers. to Goc for her - 
and found ſuch liberty: and fervour in addrediing; 
the Lord, as I do. not. remember I even before 
enjoyed: 1I felt a ſubmiſſion to the will of Gadz 
in reference. to gur having any evidenee of hig 
appearance fos her; concluding, that it might, 
poſlibly, be better for us to be ignorant of it # 
and that mercy nme. 
all for which I was anzicus. 

After meditating on her very affcifling fe- 
tion, a enen, wie aeg! be 2 
Res of Dr. Watte 5 


"of How vid tba powers.of datknetsboalt, 
« Ib but one praying r 8, 


Fonts Man. hon: aptiduitns t 0 
and I aſked her how ſhe- did? Wicht à ſetenc? 
E e oP 


entirely exhauſted: In the evening of the fan” 


=. Y 


3 


* 
% 
* 


| em vel now, ay dent. My burden is quite 
removed: it is gone, like a ſtone, from my 
heart. My ſweet Jzsvs is come! is come! 
is comel Yes, my dear, he is come! He is 
come of himſelf, and himſelf is come! He is 
come of his on accord! I did not fetch him. 


I could not, I durſt not pray. I did not ex- 


pect ever to have enjoyed his preſence. Tverily 
thought I ſhould never ſee his face, with com- 


©, fort: but O, wonderful grace! thy Jzsvs is come 
He is come! He is come! He is come to me, 


and bids me come to him! He ſays, come unto 


© me, ye heavy-laden.'—Her ſtrength being quite 


- exhauſted, the pauſed a while, as ſhe had before 


repeatedly done; for it was with difficulty that 


| the uttered her words. Recovering herſelf a 


little, ſhe added, Prxtciovs Jxsus! Yes, my 
dear, he is x RcIouvs to them that believe. He 


uſſed to be precious to me, but never e precious 
© as now. O, how I love him! I love him! I 


© love him — which words, I Love HMI, the , 


repeated till ſhe was quite ſpent. 


After a while ſhe ſaid, My dear huſband, you 


© and 1 have had a long time of trouble; we 
have ſorrowed together; but now we'll praiſe, 


« praiſe, praiſe! O, help me to praiſe and bleſs 
© his holy name! I am ſo weak I cannot praiſe 


him now; but I ſhall ſoon be free from this 


poor body, and then I ill praiſe him for eber. 


I ſhall meet, in heaven, with my eight chil- 


e and my dear huſband, 
5 With 


3 with my ſix rb that remain here 
ſhe. diſtinctly mentioned the name of each ſur- 
viving child] <©' wall, I believe, through rich 
76 grace, be brought to the heavenly world. Then 
© you'll magnify the Lord with me! an 
* will exalt his name together ” #1 
I aked her, when the Lord began to diſpel her | 
an and comfort her ſoul? She anſwered, 
* Farly chis morning. I could hardly: forbear 
s ſinging, Come, ye fauners, poor and wretched, 
Kc. + but I ſuppreſſed my joy; for I thought 1 
nad been ſuch a poor ſinful creature, that I would 
ſay nothing to any body. But I could not for- 
bear any longer. The Lord told me, the viſion 
was for an appointed time — that at evening 
time it ſhould be light and, that the days of 
my mourning ſhould be ended. Many hun- 
« dred times did theſe paſſages run in my mind ; 
yet I could not, I would not believe. But now 
the days of my mourning are ended.” Here, 
checking herſelf, ſhe added ; I ſhould not ſay 
© to. Jam yet in the body. . I know not how 
it may be with me: but I believe the days of 
my mourning ſhall on be ended. What horrid 
« thoughts have 1 had of the great and good 
God Satan tempted me to commit blaſphemy: 2 
a «yea, to curſe God, and all his people. But now s 
« I can ſay, that I love Gods I love his ways; 
6 {ion hs people. Ilove my e and * | 


ſ Mr. Hans Hymas, Xo, 0, 
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. © body now; but Mr Gop | love above all. I 
© ſhall ſoon be with Him, and fing, vicroxv, 


vicreix, through the blood! of the Lamb! O, 


< precious blood! Divine Woo: cleaner 


1 from all fin.” 


Alking der, wivther he would take any thing? 
the roplicd, No; I watt. nothing, now I have 
my J=svs. I intreat you to go to bed. I need 
© nobody with me now, for my jusbs is come; 


„aud be fays; I will never leave ther nor fogſale 


tber. After prayer and praiſe, knowing that 
| Fhad been much interrupted in the enſdyment 
6f my natural reſt, and fearing that F fheuld 
take cold by waking with her; the was * 
urgent upon me to go to bed. To ſatisfy her, F 

did ſo, but could not ffeep for joy. I ſoon aroſe, 


fo inquire how the did. Which queſtion: being: | 


_ #ked, the anfwered, © Very well. My Lord is 
© with me: but am. ſo weak that I'canmot-eons' 
uf. - » ia 

The next morning a Cheiſtian gend came in; 
2 uſual, to inquire how ſhe did. F informed 
Her, that ſuch an one was below. Tell him, 
fad ſhe, to come up. He did ſo; On ſering- 
kim; {fie took him by the hand, and ſaid, My 
dear friend, rejoice with me. My Jesvs' is 


come! I am comfortable now. Tell ſiſter Alice 


[meaning his wife] * to come and ſee me; and 
let us all rejoice once more together. Many 


Chriſtian friends vilited- her that day; each of 
whom” 


7” * * 6x © 
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Mercy manifyfed. 13 
whom was filled with a joyful ſurpriſe, * and | 
affefted in a manner which exceeds deſcription, 
When ſpeaking to them, the frequently faid, 

, how I dove the people of God! I love you 
- all, as 1 do my own foul. Pray that I may 
have ſtill more faith and patience. I am weak 
and wicked. But this God is my God, for 
ever 1 ever; and Will be my guide even unto 
4 4 Lre her children, then around her, the 
- © You have been good children to me. Tou 
* pon behaved tenderly” and well to me, in all 
© my troubles. The Lord bleſs you yet more 
and more! He has begun a good work in you, 
© and he will finiſh it, He is a faithful God: 
£ triift in him, and cleave to him. Regard the 
< advice of your dear fither, who, with you, 
„bas bad much trouble with me. Though L 
am very weak, I feel but little pain. The 
© 'Lord, perhaps, may raife me up again, to be a 
* comfort to you, and a monument of his pn 
£ mercy and faithfulnefs, that others may be 
« encouraged* to truſt in him: for none need 
deſpair, ſeeing 1 have found mercy,”  _ 
| - The' following night the faid very little: ſhe 
often endeavoured to ſpeak, but could not; being 
o weak as frequently to faint away. ue next 
morning, the appeared as · if the was juſt going. 
to expire: but, being a little revived, faid, 
They overeame him through the blood of the 
© Lab And, looking at me, added, My 


— Renn EP: 


TS E 


34 ute woe. 
5 together. After united addreſſes at the Di- 
vine throne, ſhe ſaid, with a feeble voice; God 
þ is good: he has been good indeed to me; even 
to poor, ſinful mę A faithful, covenant-keep» 
ing God lle will be found of all his people 
Not one of his ſhall ever pee m_ able to 
ſave ta the very uttermgſt,” -- 
5 That day the complained of inde very — 5 
| and dull, and repeatedly: ſaid; I fear Satan 
* ſeeks to gain an advantage ayer, me. What 4 
t poor Duggiſh creature I am, to ſleep now, 
when! ſhould watch, and pray, and praiſe b. 
In the evening ſhe hag. a fine Jeep. Awaking, 
the ſag, © Blefſed be God! I have had a ſweet 
* erp, indeed! I have not had the like for ſeveral 
years. She would fain have converſed, but. 
| her extreme weakneſs prevented her ſaying 
much. Soon after, ſhe intimated, that her mind 
was. a little beclouded and ſaid, I know not 
* how it will be with me. at laſt.” She ſeemed 
to be much troubled in ſpirit; frequently, in a 
moſt affecting manner, ſaying, What ſhall I do! 
. what ſhall I do!” adding, Though He ſlay 
me, I will truſt in him.. To of our children, 
Who were at a diſtance, being ſent for, and 
coming home about ten o'clock in the evening, 
ſhe ſpake very affeftionately to them, commend- 
ing them to the Lord; but, not being able ta 
expreſs more than a, word or two, at a time, | 
without painful interruptions, ſhe did not ſay 
peck. Jer 0A vith elevated looks and 0 eyes, 
5 - the 


* 


Mercy maniſgled. 13 
rte dit e at wie Crane, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly ! Wing gory "thy | 
wheels of his chariot?” 

Ide ſcene being now too affecting for me, 1 
let go her hands; which, at her requeſt, had 


19 5 deen cloſed in mine for ſeveral hours. Seating 


myſelf on the other fide: of the chamber, .ſhe 
waved her hand towards me and ſeemed J uneaſy. 
5 returned to her, and, eagerly taking hold of 
my hand, ſhe ſmiled, ſaying; Mercy = mercy! 
Ln, —Sweet—Jeſus—Mighty—to—laye! Found 
1 him living dying judgment and thus 
breathed her laſt, about five 5 
day morning, December 21, 1776. : 
I) be above is a very conciſe e af ith | 
| dealings of a Sovereign God with my dear de- 
ceaſed wife; and of the rich, free, triumphant 8 
grace, that was manifeſted to her: all who be- 


held her complicated. afflitions, and attended 4 


her in the concluding period of life, being ready 
to adopt the words of the aſtoniſhed Jews, as 
reported by the evangeliſt, and ſay; We never 
« ſaw things on this faſhion !”—That this nar-. 
| rative may be uſeful to my worthy. friend, at 
whoſe requeſt it was drawn up; and, if ever 
made public, edifying to all that pa 
is the fincere prayer of, 1 N 
Dear Sir, 
your unworthy brothir;” 
1 eee 
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